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EpicWestern

With its frontier history and pampered getaways,
Graham is riding high.

Tell people you’re goingto Graham and most ask, “Where?” Those who know that the
town is 88 miles northwest of Fort Worth ask, “Why?”

The answer, more epic than you might imagine, begins pleasantly enough with high-
caliber scenery. Forget your flat misconceptions of north-central Texas. Instead, picture
geo-dramathateven Bandera would envy. Wedged in the fork of two creeks, Graham (pop-
ulation: 8,691)-sits among a bundle of rocky knobs, grassy plateaus, and boulder-strewn
cliffs. For alordly overview of this rambunctious terrain, huff your way up a stony path
flanked by irises gone wild in Victory Park, smack-dab in the middle of town. From the
summit of Standpipe Mountain, yow’ll have a view of one of Graham’s other easy attri-
butes: “America’s largest downtown square.” Whether this superlative is an official fact
or abooster fantasy, the square is expansive, stretched two blocks long and a fat block
wide, with room aplenty for the Young County courthouse, an ode to art deco completed
in 1932 and adorned with limestone carvings of wagon trains, cattlemen, Indians, a pair
offearsome eagles, and the cutest buffalo faces this side of Pixar.

Mature pecan and magnolia trees pepper the square, yet there’s still space for a gazebo
and veterans’ memorials; asandstone archway left over from the original 1884 courthouse;
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MAIN ATTRACTIONS: The National Theatre on the square and sunflowers near the Wildcatter Ranch.

"

OLD POST OFFICE MUSEUM AND ART
CENTER Open Tue-Fri 10-4. Closed Sun, Mon,
& Sat. 510 Third, 940-549-1470 or opomac.org.
MAGNOLIA TEA ROOM Open Tue-Sat
11-2:30. Closed Sun & Mon. 523 Fourth,
940-549-8000. NATIONAL THEATRE 522
0ak, 940-549-2077. FORT BELKNAP Open
Mon; Tue, & Thur-Sat 9-noon and 1:30-5, Sun
1:30-5. Closed Wed. Twelve miles northwest of
town on Texas Highway 251 (a more scenic route
- isalong U.S.380), 940-846-3222, WILDCAT-
TER RANCH From $189 a night. Seven miles
southeast of Graham on Texas Highway 16,
940-549-3500 or wildcatterranch.com.

and the Old Post Office Museum and Art
Center, home to an airy gallery and a com-
pact exhibit on local history. Oil Fields of
Graham, amural by Alexandre Hogue, one
of many artists commissioned during the
Depression to create public art for post of-
fices, still graces the foyer.

Storefronts, some more than a century
old, dispense necessities (like auto parts)
and fripperies (like rhinestone belt buck-
les). Nestled in the back of Mark’s Gallery,
an antiques-mall-cum-flower-shop, is the
Magnolia Tea Room, where salads and
quiche have ruled for more than a dozen
years, quite a feat considering the meat-
and-potato monopoly hereabouts. After
a dainty lunch, I was primed for another
girlie indulgence—a matinee (Sex and the
City,noless) atthe National Theatre, which
was originally builtin 1919.

Yet, likeanymemorable epic, there’smore
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WE SHOULD TALK.

Divorce is never easy to talk about. But custody, division of property and
financial compensation are issues that cannot be ignored.

We are a nationally prominent firm devoted solely to Matrimonial Law.
With over 30 years in practice, we know how to prepare thoroughly and
work aggressively to protect your best interests. And we pledge to always
treat you with dignity and respect.

C)a// s /or a con/éc[mﬁa/ conju/fafion.
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to Grahamthansweetness andlight. Afewmiles
northwest of town at Fort Belknap, oneina
string of frontier forts that stretched from the
RedRivertothe Rio Grande, the precise stone
buildings and pastoral grounds—which include
an astonishing grape arbor with vines too
thick to hug—belie the buckets of blood spilled
in these hillsby Indians and settlers alike. His-
torical markersatthe fortand around town al-
Iude to avolatile past with enough abductions,
escaped outlaws (some who sawed off the an-
kles of the dead men t}xey were shackled to),
scalpings, and revenge killings to give Cormac
McCarthy pause.

Butyoucan takeyour doseof! Graham’s gritty
history with a shot of luxury and fun at the
Wildcatter Ranch, justsoutheast oftown. This
1,500-acreresort, perched on aplateau witha
stunningview of the Brazos Rivervalley, offers
aslew of cowboy-lite activities, fromtrailrides
to skeet shooting, aswell as archery, canoeing,
biking, hiking, every sport involvingaballyou
canimagine, and swimming in a vanishing-
edge pool on a bluff you really could vanish
off of. (And don’t forget the food. The ranch’s
steakhousemade TEXAS MONTHLY'S December
2007 list as one of the bestinthe state.)

For the most part, the rowdy past is tucked
away in the guestrooms. All sixteen—with six-
teen more scheduled to open this month—are
adorned with Western decor (think hides and
big-boned furniture),buteach isthemedaround
alocal casehistory, fromsomethingas relatively
benign as Graham’s oilboom ofthe twentiesto,
in the case of my room, something as horrific
asthe Elm Creek Raid of 1864, a convoluted
tale involving an attack by Kiowa and Coman-
che, the death of anumber of settlers and sol-
diers, the kidnapping of African American pi-
oneer Britt Johnson’s family, his dogged and
successful questtoretrievethem, and his sub-
sequent murder and mutilation by the Kiowa
severalyearslater (sweetdreams 1).AsIslipped
into my cushy bed that night, facing nothing
more frightening than the Weather Channel, I
decided that, if nothing else, atrip to Graham
driveshome the point that there’sno timelike
the present. ¥

WHILE YOU’RE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Amnight at the Wildcatter Ranch isn’t cheap.
By comparison, night at the rambling
three-bedroom farmhouse at Hockaday
Ranch is. You still enjoy grand views of the
Brazos River, along witha thousand acres
all to yourself—except for a donkey, a herd
of belligerently friendly horses, cows,
livestock guard dogs, farm cats, and birds
galore. From $100 a night. Four miles
southeast of Graham on Texas H' ighway 16,

Mike McCurley, Richard Orsinger, Mary Jo McCurley, Keith Nelson, Scott Downing, John Alevander, Will Reppeto, Carmen Eiker,
Brad LaMorgese and Betsy Branch are Board Certified in Family Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

940-550-8041 07 hockadayranch.com.
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